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Benefit of Trees

Social benefits

Communal benefits

Environmental benefits

Economic benefits



Trees for Tucson gardens

Why plant trees???

Adds value to home property

More comfortable outdoor environment

Energy savingsby shading the house

Privacy and more comfort inside

More attractive property                                  

Increasing value as trees mature



Increased home value; about 15% with attractive landscaping



Guidelines for energy conservation

Learn the path of the sun throughout the year

Sunlight in the summer warms the east and west walls of homes

Sunlight in the winter warms the south walls

Use evergreen and deciduous trees correctly

Use evergreen trees to block cold winds northwest and north 

side

Use deciduous trees to allow sun to warm the house in the winter

Use deciduous trees to shade the house during the hot months











Tree Selection and Care

Á Where to plant and not to plant trees

Á Appropriate trees for the garden size

Á How to plant

Á How to care for trees

Á Water issues



Where to plant trees

Place trees where they make outdoor 

living more comfortable

For Privacy

For Screening unattractive views

Noise reduction

Proper placement for energy savings and 

comfort



Where not to plant

ÅNever plant too close to structures or walls

ÅDo not plant trees too close to each other

ÅAvoid having ñmessyò trees overhanging patios

and driveways 

ÅDo not plant to close to sidewalks                   







Acacia farnesiana ïA.smallii - Sweet Acacia 15ô x 20ô   



Appropriate trees for your 

garden

Large trees or small trees?

Evergreen or deciduous trees?

Canopy for shade or for privacy?

Fast growing or slow growing?



Large or Small Trees

First decide what type of tree you need

Trees that are too large for their site will need 

extra pruning

Large trees are usually more work

Most important: Fit the tree to your property size 



Parkinsonia floridum Blue Palo Verde  35ô x 30ô



Bauhinia lunaroides ïOrchid tree  15ô x 12ô



Evergreen or deciduous trees?

All trees loose their leaves, deciduous trees 

leaves fall all at one time

Evergreen trees good for north-west and 

north side of home

Deciduous trees good for east and south side

Evergreen trees good as permanent privacy 

screen



Quercus - oak   50ô X 30ô or more



Lysiloma watsonii - Feather tree  15ô x 15ô



Canopy shape of trees

Some trees have broad canopies, good for shade 

trees:

Mesquites, Palo Verde, Vitex, Sweet Acacia 

Tall, narrow canopies, good for privacy, 

ornamental value, shading west side:

Acacia salicina, Desert willow, Oaks, Texas ebony



Prosopis velutina - Honey mesquite  10-20ô x 15-30ô



Acacia salicina ïWillow acacia  15-30ô x 15ô



Fast or Slow Growing Trees

Palo Verde, Mesquite, Sweet Acacia, and 

Desert Willow are some of the fastest growing 

trees

Slow growing trees include Oaks, Ironwood, 

Olive trees,



Acacia smallii - Sweet acacia 25ô x 15ô



Olea europaea ñSwan Hillò ïOlive ñSwan Hillò



How to plant trees in the desert Southwest



Staking young       

trees


